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Simple Vowels

Dipthongs

The Sanskrit Alphabet

Mutes

-V-A*

-V+A

+V-A +V+A

Nasals

Semi-
Vowels

Sibilants

Gutterals

Palatals

Linguals

Dentals

%

Labials

# #

/

$

%

* -\ = unvoiced or hard consonant

-A = unaspirated

+A = aspirated

+V = voiced or soft consonant




Guide to Pronunciation

|

|
| #
$
%
&
+ $
, $
/
0

%

# &
*




Vowel and Consonant Recognition

Please practice these vowel and consonant symbols with and without the audio
support until you are able to easily read them.

Vowels
Consonants
& :
$ * " # /
- ' 0 +
) ’ I
& / # % $
- | ' 0
( 0 ) % 0 + (
" *
(| <)




Vowel and Consonant Recognition with Transliteratio n

Please practice these vowel and consonant symbols with and without the audio
support until you are able to easily read them.

Vowels
Consonants
! & , $
1 * " # & |2 /
% |- ' 0 + $ "
) , $ " | # "
& / ! # & % $
- I # |3 ! ' 0
( 0 ) % 0 +$ (
" % " 4
F( +$ 4 ) ¥




Vowels Following Consonants

When a word begins with a vowel and does not follow a consonant in a sentence
or compound, the vowel keeps its primary form:

Simple vowels:

Diphthongs:

But, if the vowel directly follows a consonant, it changes to a secondary form.
The table below shows the primary vowel form followed by its secondary form

and in parenthesis an example of the secondary form added to the consonant 5

a*() () 6 (6) 7 (7)
8( 3B of P () () <7

() () () ()
* If a consonant is not followed by any other vowel, the vowel is assumed

unless the consonant has a

For example 5.

** The vowel

, a diagonal line ( 3, below the consonant.

is rarely used, and is shown here attached to the letter 5 as the

font I am using does not have this vowel form available in its unattached
secondary form.




Examples of Vowels Following Consonants

@ 1$%&" (+,-./ ")O #*

> 1'$ % &' (+,-.1
)0 #*

6 666666666666666'656% 6&66(6+6,6-6.6/6 6"6)
606 6#6*6

TT7T7T7 7777777777 7%7$% 7&7'7(7+7,7/7 7"7)707
THI*T T

88727272872222222220@WI?+?,8-2.2/22Q? ?#?*?B

*Notice the placement of the in A

99cccoccCCCC999 9EeqEK,9-C.CHQAUE C#C*C

*Notice the placement of the inE

*Notice that &bvhen followed by  takes a modified form: H

7 3JJ3J333J3J3JJJJIIINNSIBREIMI+T,;-1.J/3J)J0I#IXIK

'$ % &' (+,-./ ")o #*
'$ % &' (+,-.1 ")0 #=*
'$ % & ' (+, - ./
) 0 # *
'$ % & " (+, - .1 "
) 0 # *

GGG:GGGGGGGG BBIGHSE,:-G.G/G G)GOG GHG*G




Consonant-Vowel Recognition

Exercise 1 Vowels Following Consonants

6 7 8 9 ;
6 7 ? C J
6 7 ? 9 G |J
$ 6% [$7 [$? [$C $G [$J |[$ |$ |9
+ 6+ +7 +7? +C [+G | +J + + +
Exercise 2 Consonant Vowel Recognition
& 7 ? $ (C *G
? / 7 #7 $
! 6 /C 7 7
? ( * 7
6* C ?
- + ( 7 B
/ G & & 6 C
) G 6 %9
6 $7 + G +
00 ! F 6 &K
7 6( e *




Simple Words without Conjunct Consonants

Reading Practice without Transliteration

(! 6 ( * $ 0 $?

salutations | and indeed not she they or but

6+ 6 /= $$= $5= % $% 0 $=

also what this that just as similarly like if

IG# | 0 $(= $$ $ ( ( +?2('5 | -B

falsely indeed them therefore by that by which again many

0/= +"/= % *? 0& $ 6

we other how breath talking gone what said

" '( & 70 %7 /

old age pot wealth body soul pleasure sorrow delusion

7 7= | *$= |*$= | T7$ & /= $= |/

brave wise nonexistence | existence cool water world maya

0& .0 .0 nNi= | +?2"! 60 " 60" '

Veda being nonexistence | dispostion ancient space modification | oppositon

0(= | ™ 0(6( |60# |/GS$/= |+ + 60# &/1

Bhagavan | cause speech object immortal diminution increase dejection

600 | +6' |6(E+ |00 [60( |.C$6( | "7T"= | (/=

viveka conditioning | ascertaining | limb destruction | beings body killing
adjunct

Note: The primary purpose of the exercise is to become familiar with the script,
not to learn vocabulary. | have given the basic definitions of these words so that
you don’t have to repeat meaningless sounds.



Reading Practice with Transliteration

Simple Words without Conjunct Consonants

(! 6 ( * $ 0 $?
$ ! %
salutations | and indeed not she they or but
6+ 6 /= $$= $$= % $% 0 $=
n $ %
also what this that just as similarly like if
IG# 0 $(= $$ $( ( +?("5 |-B
$ % n #
falsely indeed them therefore by that by which again many
0/= +'/= % *? 0& $ 6
% $ "% ! %
we other how breath talking gone what said
" '( & 70 *7 /
% ! $

old age pot wealth body soul pleasure sorrow delusion
T T(E | = %= | TS | &= | $= |

$ ! ! $ $
brave wise nonexistence | existence cool water world maya
0& .0 .0 Ni= | +?2"1 60 " 60" '
% # % # % $ " % %
Veda being nonexistence | dispostion | ancient space modification | OPPOSIton
0(= | ™ 0(6( |60# | /IGS$/=|+ + 60 &/
# % % % $ $ n 1] % $
Bhagavan | cause speech object immortal diminution increase dejection
600 | +6' |6(E+ |00 [60( |.C$6( | "7T"= | (=
% % ' % % % # $ $
viveka conditioning | ascertaining | limb destruction | beings body killing

adjunct

Note: The primary purpose of the exercise is to become familiar with the script,
not to learn vocabulary. | have given the basic definitions of these words so that
you don’t have to repeat meaningless sounds.
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Conjunct Consonants

When two consonants come together without an intervening vowel they are
called conjunct consonants. These are formed in different ways, depending on
the structure of the consonant. Often, the vertical line of the first consonant can
be removed and the remaining part of the consonant conjoined to the latter, so
they become adjacent to each other. In some instances, there is not an easily
removable vertical and the consonants will stack on top of each other. In almost
all cases, if you know the full form of the individual consonants well, you will be
able to recognize them in their conjoined form. The exceptions are listed below
as unusual forms and simply need to be memorized.

Adjacent L !$%(*+-./0
M/=5/ &8 |3 == ¢ R$&=(=%e + |V =-=" e
M=5 & P== = S == & V.=-=. sa##
== g Ql=1=1! ¢ S/="=/l&as |W=0=a%:
1+=%=+ & T =+= & 4 =*= g
N)==) &
1/ =%=/ ¢ |U =%= « 43=*=9% &
NO= =0 &%
14 =%=*=
Stacking &
X=5 = Z=&5"¢& \ =&5-& # N=H#= g
Y=5 & |[ =&5.a# |] = & T =H#H= o«
N =f= 5" Na=#=5 &
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Unusual Forms

Ib="5] e |4€="=+=4& | =&5 &e - q== =z

O="50ew |18794=&"" I\ —e5_ou |1 = =( &

$="5% & - a=>5 s Z=8&5"& ' |sl ==/ &s

c( 5" e a=5 s [ =&5.¢4' |t = =" &

d==" ( a=>5 & m=&5/¢& s

e=+="g- (N3 &' lh-es o0 Ju=51 &

f =%="¢ I ( 5% e 0 =&50=¢& % V:5( &

g=*="a&" ] =%=3% ¢ p=&5"5 ¢ w=5/ &s

/\_:#: 5", k =$="5 & L(: & X = 2
y(5# &

Examples of Unusual Forms

/b $b d/ $f C .6

$ $ #

i Iy 126i L (/= $20 267

# $ $ $ % #

+m 60n tZ er {w(= 6"q

" $ % # $
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Vedanta Vocabulary List 1

These words are commonly used in Vedantic texts. This exercise is meant to
familarize you with the these terms in Sanskrit. The list below it includes the
transliteration.

{w(= 1/ 70 $= " /

*$= 6 $= (R& | *1/= L (/= (R$/=
0&R$ +6(#&5| elll=| e"l= Iy -R'(/=
60N 60n L (/= L (/= L6((= |**6"(=
e/ ely +"y +"y DG6] -?26Z
4%C) *CY/ "l/= e & +6'
Ib(= Ib(= /b *R * *R 6*(= | 1?1?y?
6' 6"(= |600 0"N/= | /6&#5 /= |[?[?y?10/H(*=

/ &/ +"6$ 6$63y (= |tZ
**6'(= | 6' 6"(= | 6006 (=|/?2/?y? L6((= |*R 6*(=
S* S"+ +0 & "+ 04$7? 04%$7?
$Gb10/=| . i:10/z *?6 10/@ 6 10/= | "P? *+b

/ e :6$ *z0 "r= $/*= ?!
C$6( |+G6%07| + 6~ 0?

V& 4+ b E+/= " R’ $R /=
t f 105 y? 6 €1/= 6Re 6!
05 + 6! + & + ? +4% 40E+




Vedanta Vocabulary List 1 with Transliteration

{w(= 1/ 70 $= " /
# % $ % % $
*$= 6 $= (R& *1 /= L (/= (R$/=
! I'$ $ $
O0&R$ | +6(#&5 |ell/= e"l/= [y -R'(/=
% " "% $ $ $ #
60n 60N L (/= L (/= L 6((= **6"(=
% % $ $ Il
e/ ely +'y +'y 0G6j -?6Z
" $ ! ' ’ % #
4%C) *CY "= "7"I= & + 6
! I'$ $ $ "
/b(= /b(= /b *R * *R 6*(= [?1?y?
$ $ $ P Lo $$
6' 6"(= | 600 O0"N/= [ 6&# 5 /= | [?[?y?10/= |/(*=
% % % $ $ $ $$ %9 $ !
/ &/ +"6$ 63563y *[' (= tZ
$ $ " '$s $
**6"(= | 6' 6"(= 6006 (= |/?2/?y? L 6((= *R 6%(=
1 % % $$ I
S * S "+ +0 & "+ 04%? 04$?
! " " % % ! % !
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$Gb10/=|. i:10/= |*?6 10/= | @ 6 10/= |"P? x4
% $ # %S I %$ % $ M
/ e:6$ |*z0 E= $/*= 2l
$ " ' % ! $!
C$6( |+G6%07| + 6~ 02
# " % %
V& 4+ b E+/= R $R /=
# " "$ ! $
tf 105 y? 6e €1/= 6Re 6(
% % $
05 + 7 +4% | 40E+

%

+ 6!

% "
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