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The Sanskrit Alphabet

Simple Vowels

A M T HEES

a a i i u a r iy |
Dipthongs
h N DN .
T U I E
e ai 0 au am ah
1 2 3 4 Semi-
Mutes -V-A* -V+A +V-A +V+A | Nasals | Vowels | Sibilants
Gutterals q; @' T[ a‘ g: g
ka kha ga gha n ha
Palatals a g G[ 3:[ 3{ 'q 3[
ca cha ja jha fa ya Sa
Linguals rA Y =y g UT I q‘
ta tha da dha na ra sa
Dentals a‘ gl' a‘r !q' ;[ g g
ta tha da dha na la sa
Labials q‘ cE a‘ q ]:l' a‘
pa pha ba bha ma va

* -\ = unvoiced or hard consonant +V = voiced or soft consonant
-A = unaspirated +A = aspirated




Guide to Pronunciation

4 M 4 o 4 @ a9 4 4 H g & A A I M M A A soa g g

=]

5]
c

cha

0 in son
ain ma
iin if
ein me

u in suit
00 in boot
riin rig

extend ri in rig

ain gay

y in my

o in okay
OW in now

c in come

ckh in blockhead
g in give

gh in loghut

n in song

ch in chum

ch in chuck

j in jim

jin job

n in bunch

M 44 a ¥ o 3 H4 4 H 4 2 A 49 A &g AN &g A 9 o8 a o o

ta
tha
da
dha
na
ta
tha
da
dha
na
pa
pha
ba
bha

ya
ra
la

va

sa
sa

ha

t in start

th in ant-hill
d in day

dh in god-head
n in under
tin time

tin tank

d in did

dh in dharma
n in never

p in pine

ph in loop-hole
b in big

b in boat

m in much

y in young
rin drum

1 in luck

v in vice

sh in shine
sh in bushel
s in save

h in hum




Vowel and Consonant Recognition

Please practice these vowel and consonant symbols with and without the audio
support until you are able to easily read them.

Vowels
q 3 M3 % 3 & A
3 3 x Yy <) g A q
= A
Mmoo |Q 3 A= F g )
= = o
| H £ F AT q S| 3
2
) 3 g q JS |3 q|S
Consonants
| q S| ) R q % g
of d Y Hq { Bl C| H
2 dq Y d q (] CH) d
) &3 % S 3] V| C| [
g H ) g q d S| &
G| S| A o q ra q q
q q ) O q % q a
Ll S ]| S| T q S| q
z a q | q & I g




Vowels Following Consonants

When a word begins with a vowel and does not follow a consonant in a sentence
or compound, the vowel keeps its primary form:

Simple vowels: 3 3T § é IHF A
N N
Diphthongs: ¥ @ T 31

But, if the vowel directly follows a consonant, it changes to a secondary form.
The table below shows the primary vowel form followed by its secondary form

and in parenthesis an example of the secondary form added to the consonant %

A>G*@F) |M>T @) 3> 1 @) [>T @)

XL, @IF>.@ (E>.@ (R @) |T2ET

T @) > @) S T@E) [>T (@)

* If a consonant is not followed by any other vowel, the vowel 31 is assumed
unless the consonant has a viramah, a diagonal line ( .), below the consonant.

Forexample & .31 _ % .

** The vowel % is rarely used, and is shown here attached to the letter % as the

font | am using does not have this vowel form available in its unattached
secondary form.




Examples of Vowels Following Consonants

20 FENISASAIAZEIS TN AITIYATRIAAIISIATHE

ST > T REINM YN ST AT ST SAT ST ST T ST ST T U ol AT g7 91 1 91 RIS AT AT AT q

&1 d1 AT §T 41 &

o

o> e RBMRBRRUIMRIRNANFRRMARARS

AR faf

DT AAMASTASANRAAAAGA N ARG A AARARIS A
=M S & A

S>>, PUIYTIYCIIISIECUIISTIdITIHHI®T IYTHE

*Notice the placement of the Sin &

2. RUIAHTATAYAE2EENALTTLATRITAI® 9 9IYTHE

*Notice the placement of the & in ¥&

>, PHUIYTIIILNEIERUIITIUIFINTIZIYTIGE

*Notice that § when followed by # takes a modified form: €

2, FPHAELTARALZRRRNAGYAITAAALRLATHE




Consonant-Vowel Recognition

Exercise 1 Vowels Following Consonants

T |7 |5 |45 |4
T | F|® & |F
As |\ AP | gy (4T |
a4 | P | | AT |
| | | ) b
Ko | P’ | | b
56| ¢ ne| 1| b
Ko | M| | | By
T F | ®| €| F
& || |de | E
FlF| P E|F
K F | v | T

Exercise 2 Consonant Vowel Recognition

FE B | F| ™| w| |l ©|F | vl it
PlE | B D HRFRIE E| rE|R
g |de | B || KB |d | & o | |
Rl |F|F F|F | F &F|F | &|d
T B T T |&F v PR B |w
P g || BB g | oo | A5 A ||
FT| o WA || B FE| | & A5
Fldwe | FE | P E|T|&| F|FB| K| F




Reading Practice

Simple Words without Conjunct Consonants

o ha
aq: |9 B q q1 d a1 d
salutations | and indeed not she they or but
o\ o\ N\
Y ThH_ Udd dd 92q1 a1 EC] ~d
also what this that just as similarly like if
ot hat
HYT 1 C| dl<d dd: dd gd 31 dg
falsely indeed them therefore by that by which again many
. [N
99H. |TH | HY qg: |9 | T &
we other how breath talking gone what said
. = . =~ ha¥
ST Y gd aa: SICE 94 2[Th: Hlg:
old age pot wealth body soul pleasure sorrow delusion
U | 9WE [Ed. |§@d. |Fd |Sewd. | SWI. | |E
brave wise nonexistence | existence cool water world maya
= o o
9 |WE: | | A, | QO | R |feeRe | fa:
Veda being nonexistence | dispostion ancient space modification | oppositon
. o o o
WEM | 6RO | J904 | [d99: | HdH. | 39=d: | S9=d: | A9,
Bhagavan | cause speech object immortal diminution increase dejection
o o o . o o
SSEI DERIC L B CRC R CE T EEC IS I TG R T
viveka conditioning | ascertaining | limb destruction | beings body killing
adjunct

Note: The primary purpose of the exercise is to become familiar with the script,
not to learn vocabulary. | have given the basic definitions of these words so that
you don’t have to repeat meaningless sounds.




Conjunct Consonants

When two consonants come together without an intervening vowel they are
called conjunct consonants. These are formed in different ways, depending on
the structure of the consonant. Often, the vertical line of the first consonant can
be removed and the remaining part of the consonant conjoined to the latter, so t
they become adjacent to each other. In some instances, there is not an easily
removable vertical and the consonants will stack on top of each other. In almost
all cases, if you know the full form of the individual consonants well, you will be
able to recognize them in their conjoined form. The exceptions are listed below
as unusual forms and simply need to be memorized.

Adjacent D EIN AT HIAIJA T ATAHTITHAHT
H=F4 w =S ~d=d4d s =99
F=%F7 oy = UL 07 = 9 S =9"
=99 d=d9 H=YH g=d9Y
S =S M =49 =4 & =4F
9 =73 H=dd W =99 & =9
q=94 g =dgd |9=9X T =99l
=493 o =4 ¥ @ =94d =91
Stacking G © © < &€ Q&
=S B=g4 g§=g3d E=Y2
=g &=3H g=2< 5=93

g =921 =92




Unusual Forms

H=(HA T =3I £=43 o=
d=4 A= g=gd A =3

d=14d T =dI =g T = H
F=F & = =d1d =¥ o =3I

®=%d F=FT F=gH §=W

d=dd =27 A=gd =g

=% § =39 A= 44 H=gd

g =qA ST =8q A=g1d d=gd

Examples of Unusual Forms

| S5 il ik e
g | T a<d = I
9T fer ] B gR-

10




Vedanta Vocabulary List 1

These words are commonly used in Vedantic texts. This exercise is meant to
familarize you with the these terms in Sanskrit. The list below it includes the

transliteration.

SEd, |eemr S| | S I | HE
S fa, oW |\, || SRR
dgFa: | JUFNE | THNE SRR, e CEEE |
o A (g, | oWE | JeE | EER
T g | W I ga: gre:
F g | W (g ERIRE
FH, AFAG | FHANT: | HeE: deaife. | qay:
AR, | e R | SR ST, | F
1| gH: Sfa: | fafen AT | 9T
e, | SRR, | R, | gee: qe, | Eeae,
FAW: | AN | G | AWM | dEg BEIS
e, gacem, gl (@ &
IR LI 2 S CO R B G N awe | g
g o e et @ | s
g T e QR CE | Hae,
Z LR c T - O & R, | P
arh RULE qre: ag: SUET: | TR

11




Vedanta Vocabulary List 1 with Transliteration

SEe, | | ST ST IR T
brahman | atma jivah jagat iSvarah maya
o
., e, qAg: | HAH, e e,
sat cit anandah satyam jiianam anantam
= o ~
dgled: SRIG JHIUTH BETUIL§ HIg: qedqH
vedantah | upanisad pramanam | prakaranam moksah bandhana
o o o 3 o
[ERI A=A AAH SIRIGEE UGG HHTNA
vidya avidya jhanam ajhanam jhanin sarhsarin
ha¥ ha¥ o o
HT A& QU ST qId ¢ Jre::
prama pratyaksa | paroksa aparoksa vrttih buddhih
N o
DY q&H FNOH | I qg: I :
sthila stiksma karanam Sariram dehah upadhih
< < ™ . Iy o
FAA, | EAA, | FHAR:  HEE: | d@ened, |9
karman akarman karmayogah | sannyasah sannyasin mumuksuh
o o o = o
ATTHRIRA | Forareh: TACHEHA_ | GUETH, | T4,
adhikarin | vivekah vairagyam | $amadisatkam | mumuksutvam | manas
o [N aN

A qH: SREURE GGt HHMTEH 28l
Samah damah uparatih titiksa samadhanam sraddha

PR o o o (aSaY aN . o . o
dqiie | e | fefe | g SIGCH He i
samsarin | adhikarin | vivekin mumuksuh j Adnin sannyasin

~ ~

STed: | SedN9: | 4dlg: STY: atd H{qEd
adhyasah | adhyaropah | apavadah aropah vastu avastu

12




C N ¢
FdcaH, | ARpcad, | Gacad, | gifEcad. | ¢ aq:
kartrtvam | bhoktrtvam | sukhitvam | duhkhitvam | rajjuh sarpah
T UFld: |6 T, A, | IO
maya prakrtih sattva rajas tamas gunah

o o\ o
gar| | gREE | e At ag;: TR
bhitani prthivi apah agnih vayuh akasah
) QA

g : S R QR G | Hae,
Sabdah sparsah riapam rasah gandhah caitanyam

=N o o o
ZIEE cd% ~d: S HUH ElG-RIIL
Srotrah tvak caksuh jihva ghranam indriyani

o

vak panih padah payuh upasthah | svartpah
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