Passive and Impersonal Forms

The passive and impersonal forms are made by adding the passive sign, ¥ (ya) to

the verbal root, and then appending atmanepada terminations. In forming the

passive, there are no root to base changes as there are in the active voice, thus the
conjugational rules do not apply.

In the passive, only the original roots are used, and not the substitutes which
some roots take before the conjungational sign, as 3T=g (gacch) for ¥ (gam) and
fg (tisth) for €T (stha).

TH_ [T=3] (gam [gacch]) 1P to go; passive: T (gamyate)

&1 [l%fg] (stha [tisth]) 1P to stand, stay; passive: &figd ( sthiyate)

Special Cases:

1. Ifaroot ends in 3 (r) which is not preceded by a conjunct consontant R (ri) is

substituted for it before the ¥ (ya) of the passive, as % (kr) becomes R (kri).
For example:
+ foRaral (kr kriyate) 8U to do, make

o

€ I59d  (dr driyate) 6A to honour
g BEd  (dhr dhriyate) 1U to hold
H ™ad  (mr mriyate) 6A todie
HI%WI%I (sr sriyate) 1P to go

g e (hr hriyate) 1P to take

2. The final T (i) or 3 (u) of a root is lengthend before ¥ (ya); as 5 (ji) becomes
ST (j1) and ¥ ($ru) ¥ ( $rar) 3131%[ (Srayate).

For example:
B eEd (ksi ksiyate) 1P to decay
fr <fEa (ciciyate)  5U to collect



Siad (ji jiyate) 1P to conquer
gad  (Sru Srayate) 1P to flow

(Sri $riyate) 1P to reach

7 O o« g
f

ad  (smi smiyate) 1A to smile
9 EE:I%T (sru srayate) 1P toflow

3. Those roots of the tenth conjugation, whose vowels take a guna or vrddhi in

the active voice, undergo the same change before the ¥ (ya) of the passive, as g

N~ . . N o ~
(cur) IRAId(corayati) active; JMEd (coryate), not 4d (curyate).
Examples of active and passive third person singular:

ek q@ TS (cur corayati coryate) 10U to steal
dg dredid dread (tad tadayati tadyate ) 10U to beat

de. diedld dead  (tul tolayati tolyate) 10U to weigh

4. If roots have a penultimate € (n) or anusvara, it is dropped before ¥ (ya),
except in certain cases. As TR Iprasams) 1P is BEISI (prasarhsati) in active
and SRTETd (prasasyate) in passive.

5. The roots ql (da) 9T (dha) AT (ma) Eii (gai)& (ha) 91 (pa) 1 (stha) change their

final vowel to 3 D).

For example:

al aq%l (da diyate) 1P to give

a7 figd  (dha dhiyate) 3U to put, hold

o1 digd (ma miyate) 2P, 4A to measure

3 i (gai glyate) 1P tosing

fdad  (ha hiyate) 3P to leave

a1 §ird (papiyate) 1P to drink

e TG (stha sthiyate) 1P to stand, stay, remain



6. Final % (f) is changed to 5.& (ir) as & (stt )> F‘ﬁ{ (stir)> & (stiryate)

but final % (f) is changed to ¢ (tir) after a labial, as 9 (pf ) = I (par) 2

l133l%l(p1‘11‘ya’ce)
For example:
E3 T (kr Kkiryate)
?-L?-ﬁzl% (tr tiryate)

99 (p

Eat

6P to scatter
1P to cross

puryate) 3,9 P tofill

Examples of Active, Passive and Impersonal Sentences

Active Voice

Passive Voice/Impersonal Voice

A FHY &M
agnih kasthar dahati
The fire burns the wood.

S T8 FErd
agnina kastharh dahyate
The wood is burned by the fire.

J&HT: TSI el

purusah Sathau tadayati

The people beat the two thieves.

SN =

Sathau purusaistadyete
Two thieves are beaten by the people.

S Fteaeed

jana rsimvvandate
The person salutes the sages.

N N =~

FHY( ST de<ded

rsayo janena vandyante

The sages are saluted by the person.

BT B, T3fed
chatrah $lokan pathanti
Students learn the verses.

N =~
B Flhl: Yo&ded
chatraih $lokah pathyante
The verses are learned by the students.

T4 TR
stiryah prakasate
The sun shines

~ ~
HI0T JhRId
stiryena prakasyate
The sun shines

S WA
iSvaro bhavati
The Lord is.

LA I
iSvarena bhuiyate
The Lord is.




